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EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF TEXAS
VISION DOCUMENT

MISSION STATEMENT
We are one Church reconciled by Jesus Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit, called by God
through worship, witness, and ministry, building the Kingdom of God together.

CORE VALUES
Grounded in our response to the Baptismal Covenant and Great Commission, the Churches,
Schools, and Institutions of the Episcopal Diocese of Texas passionately hold these values:

Missionary Emphasis
Making Jesus Christ known with a missionary spirit that honors our heritage of growth and
expansion

Education and Leadership
Forming disciples, both lay and clergy, to be effective agents of transformation

Meeting Human Needs
Bringing the love of Christ to a hurting world

Responsive Stewardship
Caring for and dedication of our abundant resources to support the mission of the Church

Excellence
Setting a standard for ministry driven by miraculous expectation

VISION

As followers of Jesus Christ, we are One Church within the Anglican Communion and The
Episcopal Church. All are sought and embraced in worship, mission, and ministry in a spirit of
mutual love and respect.

We are:

Youthful: Our congregations and institutions are continually renewed and revitalized through
the infusion and inclusion of younger members. Children, youth, young adults, their friends and
families, find in our diocese significant and engaging programs and ministries that inspire,
inform, and support them on their Christian journey.

Multicultural: Our diocese is enriched through intentional efforts to reflect the communities
in which we live. People of diverse ethnic, cultural, and socioeconomic backgrounds find
respect, dignity, and opportunity in the life and ministry of the church.

Forming and Growing: Those seeking a deeper relationship with Jesus are nurtured and
equipped to share the love of Christ in the world. They find lifelong opportunities for spiritual
formation and servant leadership grounded in scripture and our historic catholic faith.

Reaching out to Serve: Those who serve and are served are transformed. People who are
in need and who struggle, find hope, care, and restoration through the outreach and justice
ministries provided by the people of the Episcopal Diocese of Texas.

One Church: We are a united, vibrant, healthy, and growing community of faith. The world
will recognize us as Jesus’ disciples because we love one another as Christ loves us.
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. FROM THE 165TH COUNCIL
UNFINISHED BUSINESS & CERTIFICATION OF MINUTES

| certify that there are no items of unfinished business remaining from the 165th Annual
Council of the Episcopal Diocese of Texas. | also certify that the minutes (as contained in
Volume I, Journal of the 165th Council) are a true and accurate account of the proceedings of
that Council.

John A. Logan, Jr., Secretary

REGULAR COMMITTEES FOR THE 166TH COUNCIL (2015)

1. CONSTITUTION AND CANONS
To 2015:
Maria Boyce, St. Martin’s, Houston, Chair
3622 Wickersham, Houston 77027 (713) 229-1922
Sam Griffin, St. Cyprian’s, Lufkin
Lillian Hyde, S.L.E.H, Houston
Nancy Ricketts, St. Michael’s, Austin
David Harvin, Chancellor, Ex-officio

2. COUNCIL MANAGEMENT
To 2015:
Kai M. Ryan, Diocesan Center, Houston, Chair
1225 Texas Ave., Houston 77002 (713) 520-6444
Mary Cloud, Trinity, Houston, Diocesan Council Coordinator
Susan Duif, Trinity Church, Galveston
Kenneth Fields, St. Thomas the Apostle, Nassau Bay
William Fowler, Epiphany, Houston, Chair, Dispatch of Business
Seth Hinkley, Christ Church Cathedral, Houston
Tammy Tiner, St. Thomas’, College Station
David Harvin, Chancellor, Ex-officio

3. DISPATCH OF BUSINESS
To 2015:
William Y. Fowler, Epiphany, Houston, Chair
12535 Perthshire Rd., Houston 77024 (713) 468-7796
Bruce McAnally, St. Richard’s, Round Rock
Terry Nathan, St. David’s, Austin
Tammy Tiner, St. Thomas’, College Station

4. NOMINATIONS
Chris Duncan, St. Paul’'s, Katy, Chair
5373 Franz Rd., Katy 77493 (281) 391-2785
Mike Tomsu, Vice Chancellor, Ex-officio
Patrick Hall, Autry House, For the Executive Board
Greg Vincent, St. James’, Austin, For the Standing Committee



To 2015:

Sandra Alonso-Ibarra, St. John’s, Austin

David Bollinger, Good Shepherd, Tomball

The Rev. Chris Duncan, St. Paul’s, Katy

The Rev. Janice Jones, St. Christopher’s, Killeen

To 2016:

The Rev. Betty Divine, St. James’, Houston
Kerry Hancock, Christ Church, Temple
Ginny Reinhardt, Christ Church, Tyler

The Rev. Lisa Saunders, St. James’, Austin

To 2017:

The Rev. Hannah Atkins, Trinity, Houston

Pauline Higgins, St. John the Divine, Houston

Corky Moore, St. Mark’s Beaumont

The Rev. Bertie Pearson, San Francisco de Asis, Austin
The Rev. Pedro Lopez, St. Peter's/San Pedro, Pasadena

RESOLUTIONS
To 2015:
Keith Giblin, St. Paul’s, Orange, Chair
8280 White Rd., Beaumont 77706 (409) 656-5500
James M. L. Grace, St. Andrew’s, Houston
Susan Kennard, Trinity Church, Galveston
Trey Yarborough, Christ Church, Tyler

SUPERVISORS AND TELLERS
To 2015:
John Soard, St. Thomas’, Wharton, Chair
207 Bob O Link Ln., Wharton 77488 (979) 532-1723
Larry Angle, St. Mary’s, Cypress
Linda Gray, St. Francis', Tyler
Dean Lawrence, St. Francis’, College Station
Alex Ogunmuyiwa, St. James’, Austin



Il. STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE COUNCIL

Pre-Council Report of the
COMMITTEE for CONSTITUTION & CANONS
to the 166th Council

(Type of Proposal) (No. of Proposals)
A - Constitutional proposals, 2nd reading: 2
B - Constitutional proposals, 1st reading: 5
C - Canonical proposals: 22

A. CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
(Presented for second reading requiring 2/3rds majority approval from each Order)

Article 9
PROPERTY

EXISTING:
Section 9.1 Title to Real Property

The title to all real estate acquired for use of the Church in this diocese, including Parishes
and Missions, as well as institutions of a diocesan character, shall be held subject to control of
the Church in the Diocese of Texas acting by and through the Church Corporation known as
“Protestant Episcopal Church Council of the Diocese of Texas”; provided, that (a) with consent
of the Bishop, the Episcopal Foundation of Texas, The Bishop Quin Foundation, and St. Luke's
Episcopal Hospital (“St. Luke's”) and any affiliate of St. Luke's may each hold title to real
property and may control, convey, and encumber such property without the consent, approval,
or joinder of the Church Corporation, and (b) title to certain real property and related
improvements, fixtures, appurtenances, and contract rights, as determined by the Church
Corporation with the consent of the Bishop, may be held by and subject to the control of one or
more separate Texas nonprofit corporations to be formed by the Diocese of Texas. The term
“affiliate of St. Luke's” shall mean any Texas nonprofit corporation (“nonprofit corporation”)
created and administered for the sole benefit of St. Luke's and any nonprofit corporation of
which St. Luke's or a nonprofit corporation created and administered for the sole benefit of St.
Luke's is the sole member, as the term member is defined in the Texas Non Profit Corporation
Act. Subject to the foregoing, all such property hereafter acquired for use of the Church in the
Diocese, including Parishes and Missions, shall be vested in the Protestant Episcopal Church
Council of the Diocese of Texas.

Section 9.2 Diocesan Property

Except as otherwise provided in Section 9.1, all property belonging to the Diocese, as such,
shall be held in the name of the Church Corporation known as “Protestant Episcopal Church
Council of the Diocese of Texas”; and no conveyance or encumbrance of any kind or
character, unless it relates to property vested in the name of the Episcopal Foundation of



Texas or The Bishop Quin Foundation, shall be valid unless executed by such corporation and
as may otherwise be provided by the Canons of the Diocese. All permanent funds of the
Diocese, except those funds held by the Episcopal Foundation of Texas and The Bishop Quin
Foundation, shall be held and invested by the “Protestant Episcopal Church Council of the
Diocese of Texas.”

PROPOSED:
Section 9.1 Title to Real Property

The title to all real estate acquired for use of the Church in this diocese, including Parishes
and Missions, as well as institutions of a diocesan character, shall be held subject to control of
the Church in the Diocese of Texas acting by and through the Church Corporation known as
“Protestant Episcopal Church Council of the Diocese of Texas”; provided, that (a) with consent
of the Bishop, the Episcopal Foundation of Texas, The Bishop Qum Foundation, and-St—tuke's
EpiscopalHespital {-St—Luke's”}—and—any—affiliate—of St—Luke's—the Episcopal Health
Foundation, and the Great Commission Foundation may each hold title to real property and
may control, convey, and encumber such property without the consent, approval, or joinder of
the Church Corporation, and (b) title to certain real property and related improvements,
fixtures, appurtenances, and contract rights, as determined by the Church Corporation with the
consent of the Bishop, may be held by and subject to the control of one or more separate
Texas nonproflt corporatlons to be formed by the Dlocese of Texas Ihe—termia#rhat&ef—sfe

the foregomg, all such property hereafter acquwed for use of the Church in the Diocese,
including Parishes and Missions, shall be vested in the Protestant Episcopal Church Council of
the Diocese of Texas.

Section 9.2 Diocesan Property

Except as otherwise provided in Section 9.1, all property belonging to the Diocese, as such,
shall be held in the name of the Church Corporation known as “Protestant Episcopal Church
Council of the Diocese of Texas”; and no conveyance or encumbrance of any kind or
character, unless it relates to property vested in the name of the Episcopal Foundation of
Texas—or, The Bishop Quin Foundation,_the Episcopal Health Foundation, or the Great
Commission Foundation shall be valid unless executed by such corporation and as may
otherwise be provided by the Canons of the Diocese. All permanent funds of the Diocese,
except those funds held by the Episcopal Foundation of Texas—and, The Bishop Quin
Foundation, the Episcopal Health Foundation, and the Great Commission Foundation shall be
held and invested by the “Protestant Episcopal Church Council of the Diocese of Texas.”

IF AMENDED:

Section 9.1 Title to Real Property

The title to all real estate acquired for use of the Church in this diocese, including Parishes
and Missions, as well as institutions of a diocesan character, shall be held subject to control of



the Church in the Diocese of Texas acting by and through the Church Corporation known as
“Protestant Episcopal Church Council of the Diocese of Texas”; provided, that (a) with consent
of the Bishop, the Episcopal Foundation of Texas, The Bishop Quin Foundation, the Episcopal
Health Foundation, and the Great Commission Foundation may each hold title to real property
and may control, convey, and encumber such property without the consent, approval, or
joinder of the Church Corporation, and (b) title to certain real property and related
improvements, fixtures, appurtenances, and contract rights, as determined by the Church
Corporation with the consent of the Bishop, may be held by and subject to the control of one or
more separate Texas nonprofit corporations to be formed by the Diocese of Texas. Subject to
the foregoing, all such property hereafter acquired for use of the Church in the Diocese,
including Parishes and Missions, shall be vested in the Protestant Episcopal Church Council of
the Diocese of Texas.

Section 9.2 Diocesan Property

Except as otherwise provided in Section 9.1, all property belonging to the Diocese, as such,
shall be held in the name of the Church Corporation known as “Protestant Episcopal Church
Council of the Diocese of Texas”; and no conveyance or encumbrance of any kind or
character, unless it relates to property vested in the name of the Episcopal Foundation of
Texas, The Bishop Quin Foundation, the Episcopal Health Foundation, or the Great
Commission Foundation shall be valid unless executed by such corporation and as may
otherwise be provided by the Canons of the Diocese. All permanent funds of the Diocese,
except those funds held by the Episcopal Foundation of Texas, The Bishop Quin Foundation,
the Episcopal Health Foundation, and the Great Commission Foundation shall be held and
invested by the “Protestant Episcopal Church Council of the Diocese of Texas.”

SUBMITTED BY: Bishop C. Andrew Doyle, the Executive Board, and the Directors of the
Episcopal Health Foundation and the Great Commission Foundation.

RATIONALE (by the Chancellor on behalf of the Submitters): In 2013, St. Luke’s Episcopal
Health System was sold to Catholic Health Initiatives, and the proceeds of the sale were used
to establish the Episcopal Health Foundation and the Great Commission Foundation. The
purposes of this proposed amendment are (i) to delete the references to St. Luke’s that are no
longer needed and (ii) to add the Episcopal Health Foundation and the Great Commission
Foundation to the list of diocesan foundations that may enter into real property transactions
without the consent of the Church Corporation and also manage their own investments.

THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THIS PROPOSAL FOR A SECOND READING.




Article 10
AMENDING CANONS

EXISTING:
Section 10.1 Authority for Procedure

Canons may be adopted, altered, amended, or repealed at any Annual Council meeting by
a majority vote, unless a vote by orders be called for, whereupon a majority vote of both
orders, voting concurrently, shall be necessary for adoption: provided (1) a two-thirds vote
shall be required to adopt, alter, amend, or repeal any Canon, unless a copy of the proposed
change to adopt, alter, amend, or repeal the Canon is first presented in writing to the Secretary
of the Diocese or Chair of the Committee on Constitution and Canons not later than November
15 prior to the date of the Annual Council; but this shall not limit relevant amendments to any
such proposal from the Council floor, and (2) the Canon relating to St. Luke’s Episcopal Health
System may be altered, amended, or repealed by an Annual Council or a Special Session of
Council, and any one or more of the provisions of the Canon relating to St. Luke’s Episcopal
Health System may be adopted, altered, amended, or repealed by unanimous written consent
of the Bishop, the full membership of the Board of Directors of St. Luke’s Episcopal Health
System, and the full membership of the voting membership of the Executive Board.

PROPOSED:

Section 10.1 Authority for Procedure

Canons may be adopted, altered, amended, or repealed at any Annual Council meeting by
a majority vote, unless a vote by orders be called for, whereupon a majority vote of both
orders, voting concurrently, shall be necessary for adoption: provided {Hthat a two-thirds vote
shall be required to adopt, alter, amend, or repeal any Canon, unless a copy of the proposed
change to adopt, alter, amend, or repeal the Canon is first presented in writing to the Secretary
of the Diocese or Chair of the Committee on Constitution and Canons not later than November
15 prior to the date of the Annual Council; but this shall not limit relevant amendments to any

such proposal from the Council roor—and—éZé—the—Ganen—Fela%Hﬁ%FSt—Euke—s—Ep%epal—Hea#h

IF AMENDED:

Section 10.1 Authority for Procedure

Canons may be adopted, altered, amended, or repealed at any Annual Council meeting by
a majority vote, unless a vote by orders be called for, whereupon a majority vote of both
orders, voting concurrently, shall be necessary for adoption: provided that a two-thirds vote
shall be required to adopt, alter, amend, or repeal any Canon, unless a copy of the proposed
change to adopt, alter, amend, or repeal the Canon is first presented in writing to the Secretary
of the Diocese or Chair of the Committee on Constitution and Canons not later than November



15 prior to the date of the Annual Council; but this shall not limit relevant amendments to any
such proposal from the Council floor.

Section 10.2 Publication of Amendments

Any change in any Canon adopted in Council shall be published in full in the Journal with
proper notations of title, number, and section, with a brief statement of the nature of the
change. The Secretary of the Diocese shall post the Journal record reflecting the action by
Council and the wording of the new Canon on the Diocesan website or otherwise make it
available to Clergy of the Diocese, members of the Council, and others interested.

Section 10.3 Effective Date

Any duly adopted Canon or any duly adopted alteration, amendment, or repeal of an
existing Canon shall become effective on the day following the date of adjournment of the
Diocesan Council Meeting at which it is so adopted.

SUBMITTED BY: Bishop C. Andrew Doyle and the Executive Board.

RATIONALE (by the Chancellor on behalf of the Submitters): The purpose of this amendment
is to delete the provision relating to the St. Luke’s Canon. With the transfer of St. Luke’s to
Catholic Health Initiatives, the St. Luke’s Canon is no longer necessary, and a proposal to
repeal it and replace it with a new canon relating to the Episcopal Health Foundation is also
being submitted to Council. Thus the existing language in Article 10 relating to the St. Luke’s
Canon is no longer needed. Please note that this proposed amendment would amend the
version of Article 10 that passed Council on the first reading in 2013 and is back before
Council this year for final consideration.

THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THIS PROPOSAL FOR A SECOND READING.




B. CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
(Presented for publication on first reading)

Article 2
THE COUNCIL

EXISTING:
Section 2.1 Membership of the Council
The Council of this Diocese shall consist of the following:

(f) Lay delegates representing the Division of Youth. The Division of Youth shall mean
those communicants in good standing of a Parish or Organized Mission of the Diocese who
are at least 11 years of age and no older than 18 years of age.

Section 2.2 Lay Representation in Council

Each Parish in union with the Council shall be entitled to representation therein by four Lay
Delegates, and each College Chaplaincy in union with the Council shall be entitled to one Lay
Delegate. Lay representation for each Mission in union with the Council shall be based on the
Mission’s Average Sunday Attendance reported in the Journal of the previous year’s Council:
Each Mission reporting up to 200 shall be entitled to one Lay Delegate; each Mission reporting
between 201 and 400 shall be entitled to two Lay Delegates; and each Mission reporting 401
or more shall be entitled to three Lay Delegates. The Division of Youth shall be entitled to one
Lay Delegate from each convocation within the Diocese; provided that, any such Lay Delegate
under the age of 18 years shall have seat and voice, but without the right to vote. Delegates
from Parishes and Missions shall be elected by the congregation, or by the Vestry or Bishop's
Committee, as the case may be, which may, at the same time, choose an equal number of
alternates. In the event that, of those elected, less than the number permitted is able to attend
the Council, the Rector or Priest in Charge is authorized, and is hereby obligated, to make
such selections as may ensure a full representation in the Council. Lay Delegates from the
College Chaplaincies shall be appointed by the Bishop, after consultation with the Chaplain, if
there be one. Upon being seated by the Council, those so selected shall have the same
standing as those elected. Lay Delegates from the Division of Youth shall be appointed by the
Bishop after consultation with the Youth Missioner.

Section 2.3 Qualifications of Delegates

All Lay Delegates representing Parishes and Organized Missions shall be confirmed
communicants in good standing of the Parish or Mission they represent, at least 18 years of
age, and shall possess such other qualifications as may be required by Canon. All Lay
Delegates from the College Chaplaincies shall be confirmed communicants in good standing of
a Parish or Organized Mission of the Episcopal Church, registered students at the institution
they represent, at least 18 years of age, and shall possess such other qualifications as may be
required by Canon. All Lay Vicars in charge of an Organized Mission, or Lay Chaplains in
charge of a College Chaplaincy must be confirmed communicants in good standing of a Parish
or Organized Mission of the Diocese and placed in charge of the institution they represent by



the Bishop. All Lay Delegates from the Division of Youth shall be confirmed communicants in
good standing of a Parish or Organized Mission of the Diocese in the particular convocation
they represent, at least 14 years of age, and shall possess such other qualifications as may be
required by Canon.

Section 2.6 Time and Place of Meeting

The Council of the Diocese shall assemble annually on the Friday following the first Sunday
in February at such time and place as may be designated by a preceding Council; provided
that for urgent cause, the Bishop, with the approval of the Standing Committee, may designate
or alter the place or time, or both place and time, in which case due notice must be given.

PROPOSED:

Section 2.1 Membership of the Council
The Council of this Diocese shall consist of the following:

(f) Lay delegates representing the Bivision-of-Yeuth-Youth Ministry of the Diocese. The
Division—ofYouth-Youth Ministry of the Diocese shall mean those communicants in good
standing of a Parish or Organized Mission of the Diocese who are at least 11 years of age
and no older than 18 years of age.

Section 2.2 Lay Representation in Council

Each Parish in union with the Council shall be entitled to representation therein by four Lay
Delegates, and each College Chaplaincy in union with the Council shall be entitled to one Lay
Delegate. Lay representation for each Mission in union with the Council shall be based on the
Mission’s Average Sunday Attendance reported in the Journal of the previous year’'s Council:
Each Mission reporting up to 200 shall be entitled to one Lay Delegate; each Mission reporting
between 201 and 400 shall be entitled to two Lay Delegates; and each Mission reporting 401
or more shall be entitled to three Lay Delegates. The Division-ofYouth-Youth Ministry of the
Diocese shall be entitled to one Lay Delegate from each convocation within the Diocese;
provided that, any such Lay Delegate under the age of 18 years shall have seat and voice, but
without the right to vote. Delegates from Parishes and Missions shall be elected by the
congregation, or by the Vestry or Bishop's Committee, as the case may be, which may, at the
same time, choose an equal number of alternates. In the event that, of those elected, less than
the number permitted is able to attend the Council, the Rector or Priest in Charge is
authorized, and is hereby obligated, to make such selections as may ensure a full
representation in the Council. Lay Delegates from the College Chaplaincies shall be appointed
by the Bishop, after consultation with the Chaplain, if there be one. Upon being seated by the
Council, those so selected shall have the same standing as those elected. Lay Delegates from
the Bivision—of Youth-Youth Ministry of the Diocese shall be appointed by the Bishop after
consultation with the ¥Yeuth-Missioner-appropriate youth missioner.

Section 2.3 Qualifications of Delegates

All Lay Delegates representing Parishes and Organized Missions shall be confirmed
communicants in good standing of the Parish or Mission they represent, at least 18 years of



age, and shall possess such other qualifications as may be required by Canon. All Lay
Delegates from the College Chaplaincies shall be confirmed communicants in good standing of
a Parish or Organized Mission of the Episcopal Church, registered students at the institution
they represent, at least 18 years of age, and shall possess such other qualifications as may be
required by Canon. All Lay Vicars in charge of an Organized Mission, or Lay Chaplains in
charge of a College Chaplaincy must be confirmed communicants in good standing of a Parish
or Organized Mission of the Diocese and placed in charge of the institution they represent by
the Bishop. All Lay Delegates from the Division-of-Youth-Youth Ministry of the Diocese shall be
confirmed communicants in good standing of a Parish or Organized Mission of the Diocese in
the particular convocation they represent, at least 14 years of age, and shall possess such
other qualifications as may be required by Canon.

Section 2.6 Time and Place of Meeting

The Council of the Diocese shall assemble annually on the-a Friday following any the-first
Sunday in February at such time and place as may be designated by a preceding Council;
provided that for urgent cause, the Bishop, with the approval of the Standing Committee, may
designate or alter the place or time, or both place and time, in which case due notice must be
given.

IF AMENDED:
Section 2.1 Membership of the Council
The Council of this Diocese shall consist of the following:

(a) The Bishop, when there is one, who shall be ex-officio President of the Council, and of
the Bishop Coadjutor if there be one, and of the Bishops Suffragan, if there be such; and
they shall be entitled to all privileges and membership in the Council.

(b) All Members of the Clergy, canonically resident in the Diocese, whose letters dimissory
have been accepted by the Ecclesiastical Authority of this Diocese, or who have been
ordained within this Diocese and who have not, in contemplation of removal from this
Diocese, applied for letters dimissory.

(c) Lay Delegates chosen by and representing the several Parishes and Missions of this
Diocese, which may, in accordance with the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese, be
entitled to such representation.

(d) Lay Delegates representing College Chaplaincies of this Diocese. “College
Chaplaincies” shall mean those colleges and universities, and any branch thereof, in which
the work of the Episcopal Church is approved by the Bishop for such representation.

(e) Pastoral Leaders who have been placed in charge of a Parish or an Organized

Mission, or Lay Chaplains who have been placed in charge of a College Chaplaincy, of the
Diocese by the Bishop.
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(f) Lay delegates representing the Youth Ministry of the Diocese. The Youth Ministry of
the Diocese shall mean those communicants in good standing of a Parish or Organized
Mission of the Diocese who are at least 11 years of age and no older than 18 years of age.

Section 2.2 Lay Representation in Council

Each Parish in union with the Council shall be entitled to representation therein by four Lay
Delegates, and each College Chaplaincy in union with the Council shall be entitled to one Lay
Delegate. Lay representation for each Mission in union with the Council shall be based on the
Mission’s Average Sunday Attendance reported in the Journal of the previous year’s Council:
Each Mission reporting up to 200 shall be entitled to one Lay Delegate; each Mission reporting
between 201 and 400 shall be entitled to two Lay Delegates; and each Mission reporting 401
or more shall be entitled to three Lay Delegates. The Youth Ministry of the Diocese shall be
entitled to one Lay Delegate from each convocation within the Diocese; provided that, any
such Lay Delegate under the age of 18 years shall have seat and voice, but without the right to
vote. Delegates from Parishes and Missions shall be elected by the congregation, or by the
Vestry or Bishop's Committee, as the case may be, which may, at the same time, choose an
equal number of alternates. In the event that, of those elected, less than the number permitted
is able to attend the Council, the Rector or Priest in Charge is authorized, and is hereby
obligated, to make such selections as may ensure a full representation in the Council. Lay
Delegates from the College Chaplaincies shall be appointed by the Bishop, after consultation
with the Chaplain, if there be one. Upon being seated by the Council, those so selected shall
have the same standing as those elected. Lay Delegates from the Youth Ministry of the
Diocese shall be appointed by the Bishop after consultation with the appropriate youth
missioner.

Section 2.3 Qualifications of Delegates

All Lay Delegates representing Parishes and Organized Missions shall be confirmed
communicants in good standing of the Parish or Mission they represent, at least 18 years of
age, and shall possess such other qualifications as may be required by Canon. All Lay
Delegates from the College Chaplaincies shall be confirmed communicants in good standing of
a Parish or Organized Mission of the Episcopal Church, registered students at the institution
they represent, at least 18 years of age, and shall possess such other qualifications as may be
required by Canon. All Lay Vicars in charge of an Organized Mission, or Lay Chaplains in
charge of a College Chaplaincy must be confirmed communicants in good standing of a Parish
or Organized Mission of the Diocese and placed in charge of the institution they represent by
the Bishop. All Lay Delegates from the Youth Ministry of the Diocese shall be confirmed
communicants in good standing of a Parish or Organized Mission of the Diocese in the
particular convocation they represent, at least 14 years of age, and shall possess such other
qualifications as may be required by Canon.

Section 2.4 Other Members — Voting

All officers of the Council, members of the Standing Committee, members of the Executive
Board, members of such regular or special committees as may be by action of the Council
charged with a special duty during the interval between its usual meeting, and the President of
the Episcopal Church Women of the Diocese of Texas, shall be members also of the Council,
but unless duly elected Lay Delegates, shall be without the right to vote.
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Section 2.5 Attendance

It is hereby declared to be the duty of every member of the Clergy entitled to a seat to
attend the Council; and of every Parish and Mission to send one or more delegates. Each
Parish or Mission is expected to make suitable provision, either by collection or otherwise, for
the expense of the Clergy in fulfilling the above required duty.

Section 2.6 Time and Place of Meeting

The Council of the Diocese shall assemble annually on a Friday following any Sunday in
February at such time and place as may be designated by a preceding Council; provided that
for urgent cause, the Bishop, with the approval of the Standing Committee, may designate or
alter the place or time, or both place and time, in which case due notice must be given.

Section 2.7 Quorum

At the regular Annual Council, one quarter of the Clergy canonically resident in the Diocese
and a Lay Delegate from one quarter of the congregations in union with the Council shall
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, but less than a quorum may adjourn from
day to day until a quorum is obtained.

Section 2.8 Procedure in Meeting

In all meetings of the Council, both annual and special meetings, the procedure shall be
according to provisions set forth by Canon.

Section 2.9 Deliberations — Voting

The Clerical and Lay Delegates shall deliberate as one body and shall vote as such on all
questions and in all elections except in the election of a Bishop, or a Bishop Coadjutor, or a
Bishop Suffragan. Each Clerical and Lay Delegate shall be entitled to one vote, and a majority
of the aggregate votes shall be the decision of the question, unless otherwise provided in the
Constitution and Canons.

Section 2.10 President Pro Tem

At all meetings of the Council, in the absence of the Bishop, or if the office of Bishop be
vacant, a President Pro Tem shall be designated as prescribed by the Canons.

Section 2.11 Special Meetings

(a) Special meetings of the Council may be called by the Bishop at the Bishop's discretion,
or upon the request of a majority of the Standing Committee. Notice of the meeting shall be
as provided by Canon. If there be no Bishop, the Standing Committee shall have the power
to call special meetings of the Council. When a vacancy in the Episcopate occurs more
than four months before the next regular meeting of the Annual Council, it shall be the duty
of the Standing Committee to call a special meeting of the Council to fill the vacancy, in
which event, the Standing Committee must give reasonable notice of the time and place
and purpose of the meeting.
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(b) Whenever a special meeting of the Council shall be called, the business to be
transacted shall be specified in the call, and no other business shall be transacted except
that specified in the call.

(c) At any special meeting of the Council, a majority of all Clergy entitled to membership
and lay representation from Parishes and Missions containing a majority of the
communicants of the Diocese as reported at the next preceding Annual Council shall be
necessary to constitute a quorum, but less than a quorum may adjourn from day to day for
three days for the purpose of obtaining a quorum.

SUBMITTED BY: The Executive Board.

RATIONALE (by the Executive Board): The term “Division of Youth” and “Youth Missioner”
are organizational and positional terms no longer in used in the Diocese. Youth Ministry in the
Diocese and youth missioner are more appropriate terms that describe the current approach to
diocesan youth ministry and its leadership. Allowing the Council of the Diocese to assemble
on the Friday following any Sunday in February allows the Council more flexibility in scheduling
the next annual Council assembly.

THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THIS PROPOSAL FOR A FIRST READING.

Article 2
THE COUNCIL

EXISTING:
Section 2.1 Membership of the Council
The Council of this Diocese shall consist of the following:

(f) Lay delegates representing the Division of Youth. The Division of Youth shall mean
those communicants in good standing of a Parish or Organized Mission of the Diocese who
are at least 11 years of age and no older than 18 years of age.

Section 2.2 Lay Representation in Council

Each Parish in union with the Council shall be entitled to representation therein by four Lay
Delegates, and each College Chaplaincy in union with the Council shall be entitled to one Lay
Delegate. Lay representation for each Mission in union with the Council shall be based on the
Mission’s Average Sunday Attendance reported in the Journal of the previous year’s Council:
Each Mission reporting up to 200 shall be entitled to one Lay Delegate; each Mission reporting
between 201 and 400 shall be entitled to two Lay Delegates; and each Mission reporting 401
or more shall be entitled to three Lay Delegates. The Division of Youth shall be entitled to one
Lay Delegate from each convocation within the Diocese; provided that, any such Lay Delegate
under the age of 18 years shall have seat and voice, but without the right to vote. Delegates
from Parishes and Missions shall be elected by the congregation, or by the Vestry or Bishop's
Committee, as the case may be, which may, at the same time, choose an equal number of
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alternates. In the event that, of those elected, less than the number permitted is able to attend
the Council, the Rector or Priest in Charge is authorized, and is hereby obligated, to make
such selections as may ensure a full representation in the Council. Lay Delegates from the
College Chaplaincies shall be appointed by the Bishop, after consultation with the Chaplain, if
there be one. Upon being seated by the Council, those so selected shall have the same
standing as those elected. Lay Delegates from the Division of Youth shall be appointed by the
Bishop after consultation with the Youth Missioner.

PROPOSED:

Article 2
THE COUNCIL

Section 2.1 Membership of the Council

The voting membership of the Council of this Diocese shall consist of the following:

(a) The Bishop, when there is one, who shall be ex-officio President of the Council, and of
the Bishop Coadjutor if there be one, and of the Bishops Suffragan, if there be such; and
they shall be entitled to all privileges and membership in the Council.

(b) All Members of the Clergy, canonically resident in the Diocese, whose letters dimissory
have been accepted by the Ecclesiastical Authority of this Diocese, or who have been
ordained within this Diocese and who have not, in contemplation of removal from this
Diocese, applied for letters dimissory.

(c) Lay Delegates chosen by and representing the several Parishes and Missions of this
Diocese, which may, in accordance with the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese, be
entitled to such representation.

(d) Lay Delegates representing College Chaplaincies of this Diocese. “College
Chaplaincies” shall mean those colleges and universities, and any branch thereof, in which
the work of the Episcopal Church is approved by the Bishop for such representation.

(e) Pastoral Leaders who have been placed in charge of a Parish or an Organized
Mission, or Lay Chaplains who have been placed in charge of a College Chaplaincy, of the
Diocese by the Bishop.

(f) Lay delegates representing the Division of Youth. The Division of Youth shall mean
those communicants in good standing of a Parish or Organized Mission of the Diocese who
are at least 11 years of age and no older than 18 years of age.

Section 2.2 Lay Representation in Council

Each Parish in union with the Council shall be entitled to representation therein by four Lay
Delegates, and each College Chaplaincy in union with the Council shall be entitled to one Lay
Delegate. Lay representation for each Mission in union with the Council shall be based on the
Mission’s Average Sunday Attendance reported in the Journal of the previous year’s Council:
Each Mission reporting up to 200 shall be entitled to one Lay Delegate; each Mission reporting
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between 201 and 400 shall be entitled to two Lay Delegates; and each Mission reporting 401
or more shall be entitled to three Lay Delegates. The Division of Youth shall be entitled to one
Lay DeIegate from each convocatlon W|th|n the Dlocese—,e#ewdeel—that—any—eueh—lzay—Detegate
vote. Delegates
from Parlshes and MlSSlons shaII be eIected by the congregatlon or by the Vestry or Bishop's
Committee, as the case may be, which may, at the same time, choose an equal number of
alternates. In the event that, of those elected, less than the number permitted is able to attend
the Council, the Rector or Priest in Charge is authorized, and is hereby obligated, to make
such selections as may ensure a full representation in the Council. Lay Delegates from the
College Chaplaincies shall be appointed by the Bishop, after consultation with the Chaplain, if
there be one. Upon being seated by the Council, those so selected shall have the same
standing as those elected. Lay Delegates from the Division of Youth shall be appointed by the
Bishop after consultation with the Youth Missioner.

IF AMENDED:
Section 2.1 Membership of the Council
The voting membership of the Council of this Diocese shall consist of the following:

(a) The Bishop, when there is one, who shall be ex-officio President of the Council, and of
the Bishop Coadjutor if there be one, and of the Bishops Suffragan, if there be such; and
they shall be entitled to all privileges and membership in the Council.

(b) All Members of the Clergy, canonically resident in the Diocese, whose letters dimissory
have been accepted by the Ecclesiastical Authority of this Diocese, or who have been
ordained within this Diocese and who have not, in contemplation of removal from this
Diocese, applied for letters dimissory.

(c) Lay Delegates chosen by and representing the several Parishes and Missions of this
Diocese, which may, in accordance with the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese, be
entitled to such representation.

(d) Lay Delegates representing College Chaplaincies of this Diocese. “College
Chaplaincies” shall mean those colleges and universities, and any branch thereof, in which
the work of the Episcopal Church is approved by the Bishop for such representation.

(e) Pastoral Leaders who have been placed in charge of a Parish or an Organized
Mission, or Lay Chaplains who have been placed in charge of a College Chaplaincy, of the
Diocese by the Bishop.
(f) Lay delegates representing the Division of Youth. The Division of Youth shall mean
those communicants in good standing of a Parish or Organized Mission of the Diocese who
are at least 11 years of age and no older than 18 years of age.

Section 2.2 Lay Representation in Council

Each Parish in union with the Council shall be entitled to representation therein by four Lay
Delegates, and each College Chaplaincy in union with the Council shall be entitled to one Lay

15



Delegate. Lay representation for each Mission in union with the Council shall be based on the
Mission’s Average Sunday Attendance reported in the Journal of the previous year’s Council:
Each Mission reporting up to 200 shall be entitled to one Lay Delegate; each Mission reporting
between 201 and 400 shall be entitled to two Lay Delegates; and each Mission reporting 401
or more shall be entitled to three Lay Delegates. The Division of Youth shall be entitled to one
Lay Delegate from each convocation within the Diocese. Delegates from Parishes and
Missions shall be elected by the congregation, or by the Vestry or Bishop's Committee, as the
case may be, which may, at the same time, choose an equal number of alternates. In the
event that, of those elected, less than the number permitted is able to attend the Council, the
Rector or Priest in Charge is authorized, and is hereby obligated, to make such selections as
may ensure a full representation in the Council. Lay Delegates from the College Chaplaincies
shall be appointed by the Bishop, after consultation with the Chaplain, if there be one. Upon
being seated by the Council, those so selected shall have the same standing as those elected.
Lay Delegates from the Division of Youth shall be appointed by the Bishop after consultation
with the Youth Missioner.

Section 2.3 Qualifications of Delegates

All Lay Delegates representing Parishes and Organized Missions shall be confirmed
communicants in good standing of the Parish or Mission they represent, at least 18 years of
age, and shall possess such other qualifications as may be required by Canon. All Lay
Delegates from the College Chaplaincies shall be confirmed communicants in good standing of
a Parish or Organized Mission of the Episcopal Church, registered students at the institution
they represent, at least 18 years of age, and shall possess such other qualifications as may be
required by Canon. All Lay Vicars in charge of an Organized Mission, or Lay Chaplains in
charge of a College Chaplaincy must be confirmed communicants in good standing of a Parish
or Organized Mission of the Diocese and placed in charge of the institution they represent by
the Bishop. All Lay Delegates from the Division of Youth shall be confirmed communicants in
good standing of a Parish or Organized Mission of the Diocese in the particular convocation
they represent, at least 14 years of age, and shall possess such other qualifications as may be
required by Canon.

Section 2.4 Other Members — Voting

All officers of the Council, members of the Standing Committee, members of the Executive
Board, members of such regular or special committees as may be by action of the Council
charged with a special duty during the interval between its usual meeting, and the President of
the Episcopal Church Women of the Diocese of Texas, shall be members also of the Council,
but unless duly elected Lay Delegates, shall be without the right to vote.

Section 2.5 Attendance
It is hereby declared to be the duty of every member of the Clergy entitled to a seat to
attend the Council; and of every Parish and Mission to send one or more delegates. Each

Parish or Mission is expected to make suitable provision, either by collection or otherwise, for
the expense of the Clergy in fulfilling the above required duty.
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Section 2.6 Time and Place of Meeting

The Council of the diocese shall assemble annually on the Friday following the first Sunday
in February at such time and place as may be designated by a preceding Council; provided
that for urgent cause, the Bishop, with the approval of the Standing Committee, may designate
or alter the place or time, or both place and time, in which case due notice must be given.

Section 2.7 Quorum

At the regular Annual Council, one quarter of the Clergy canonically resident in the Diocese
and a Lay Delegate from one quarter of the congregations in union with the Council shall
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, but less than a quorum may adjourn from
day to day until a quorum is obtained.

Section 2.8 Procedure in Meeting

In all meetings of the Council, both annual and special meetings, the procedure shall be
according to provisions set forth by Canon.

Section 2.9 Deliberations — Voting

The Clerical and Lay Delegates shall deliberate as one body and shall vote as such on all
questions and in all elections except in the election of a Bishop, or a Bishop Coadjutor, or a
Bishop Suffragan. Each Clerical and Lay Delegate shall be entitled to one vote, and a majority
of the aggregate votes shall be the decision of the question, unless otherwise provided in the
Constitution and Canons.

Section 2.10 President Pro Tem

At all meetings of the Council, in the absence of the Bishop, or if the office of Bishop be
vacant, a President Pro Tem shall be designated as prescribed by the Canons.

Section 2.11 Special Meetings

(a) Special meetings of the Council may be called by the Bishop at the Bishop's discretion,
or upon the request of a majority of the Standing Committee. Notice of the meeting shall be
as provided by Canon. If there be no Bishop, the Standing Committee shall have the
power to call special meetings of the Council. When a vacancy in the Episcopate occurs
more than four months before the next regular meeting of the Annual Council, it shall be the
duty of the Standing Committee to call a special meeting of the Council to fill the vacancy,
in which event, the Standing Committee must give reasonable notice of the time and place
and purpose of the meeting.

(b) Whenever a special meeting of the Council shall be called, the business to be
transacted shall be specified in the call, and no other business shall be transacted except
that specified in the call.

(c) At any special meeting of the Council, a majority of all Clergy entitled to membership
and lay representation from Parishes and Missions containing a majority of the
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communicants of the Diocese as reported at the next preceding Annual Council shall be
necessary to constitute a quorum, but less than a quorum may adjourn from day to day for
three days for the purpose of obtaining a quorum.

SUBMITTED BY: The Diocesan Youth Delegates.

RATIONALE (by The Diocesan Youth Delegates): The impact of this amendment is to give
youth the right to vote as members of Council. According to the Constitution of the Diocese of
Texas, every youth delegate must be a confirmed member in good standing. Within these
confirmation vows rests a deep maturity of faith in Jesus Christ and a responsibility to the
Church. Each youth delegate takes that responsibility seriously by undergoing a nomination
and application process. This includes interviewing and responding to a series of essay
questions. After appointed, youth delegates attend an intensive two-day council orientation that
educates them over proposed amendments, resolutions, and nominations. This displays that
selected delegates are mature in their faith and duty to the diocese. Currently, six out of the
twelve dioceses in Province VII give seat, voice, and vote to their youth delegates.

THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THIS PROPOSAL FOR A FIRST READING.

Article 4
OFFICERS AND ELECTIONS

EXISTING:
Section 4.2 Bishop's Salary
The salary of the Bishop of this Diocese shall never be less than five thousand dollars.

PROPOSED:

IF AMENDED:

Section 4.1 Election of Officers

Election of a Bishop, a Bishop Coadjutor, or a Bishop Suffragan for this Diocese shall be as
follows: After special petitions for divine guidance, the members of the Council shall nominate
some fit and qualified members of the Clergy for the office. A majority of the votes cast on the
same ballot by both the Clergy and Lay delegates entitled to vote and present in Council and
voting separately and concurrently by orders on such ballot shall be necessary for such an
election.
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In the case of all other elections of officers, or members of committees, or delegates, the
Council may by unanimous consent provide that a plurality of all votes cast by the qualified
voters shall be decisive.

Section 4.2 (This section has been deleted)
Section 4.3 Officers

The officers of the Diocese shall be as follows: the Standing Committee, the Executive
Board, a Secretary, a Treasurer, a Registrar, an Archivist, a Historian, a Chancellor, one or
more Vice Chancellors, and such other officers as the Council may hereafter create by Canon.
All officers shall be at least 18 years of age and shall be confirmed communicants in good
standing in some Parish or Mission in union with the Council, and shall possess such other
qualifications as may be set forth by Canon.

Section 4.4 Time of Elections — Special Elections

The officers of the Diocese shall be elected at the Council at such time as the Council may
direct. The election of the Registrar, Archivist, Historian, Chancellor, and Vice Chancellor shall
be upon nomination of the Bishop.

Section 4.5 Terms of Office

The terms of all officers, if not otherwise fixed by the Constitution and Canons of this
Diocese, shall be for one year and until their successors are elected, unless sooner removed
by the Council.

Section 4.6 Duties of Officers

The duties of all officers shall be such as may be incident to their offices and such other
duties as may be declared by Canon.

Section 4.7 Deputies to General Convention

(a) The Annual Council next preceding the date which is one year prior to the next regular
meeting of the General Convention of the Church shall elect four Clerical Deputies and four
Lay Deputies to represent this Diocese in the said General Convention at any regular or
called meeting of the General Convention. The Clerical Deputies shall be Presbyters or
Deacons, in either case canonically resident in the Diocese. The Lay Deputies shall be at
least 18 years of age and shall be confirmed communicants in good standing resident in
the Diocese.

(b) There may be elected at the same time four Clerical Alternates and four Lay Alternates
from whom the Bishop may designate one or more as necessary to supply any deficiency
in the representation. If there be no Bishop, the power of designation shall be exercised by
the Standing Committee.

(c) To assure a full representation of this Diocese in the General Convention, the Standing
Committee, when necessary, shall appoint qualified representatives to supply any
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deficiency and such appointments shall have the full force and effect of an election by the
Council.

Section 4.8 Delegates to Provincial Synod

The Annual Council next preceding the meeting of the Provincial Synod of the Church shall
elect four Clergy and four Lay Delegates to represent this Diocese in the meeting of the Synod.
The same provisions concerning the election of alternates and the powers of the Bishop and
Standing Committee, as well as qualifications of representatives, shall apply in this election as
in the choice of deputies to the General Convention.

Section 4.9 System of Voting

In all elections the voting shall be by voting machines or other mechanical or electronic
devices or by ballot unless unanimously dispensed with. To facilitate elections, except in an
election to the Episcopate, the Council may adopt and define by Canon some form of the
preference system of voting.

SUBMITTED BY: The Executive Board.

RATIONALE (by the Executive Board): Fixing a minimum for the bishop’s salary is an
obsolete practice and is no longer needed.

THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THIS PROPOSAL FOR A FIRST READING.

Article 6
SUSPENSION AND DISSOLUTION OF PARISHES AND MISSIONS
EXISTING:
Section 6.3 Failure to Pay Quotas, or to Comply with Canons

Provision may be made by Canon to suspend a Parish or Mission from the right of
representation in the Council for failure to pay its quota of taxes or assessment, or to comply
with requirements of the Canon, and provisions may be made in the Canon with reference to
the vote necessary to suspend the Parish or Mission aforesaid.

Section 6.5 Aided Parishes

When a Parish for any reason deems it necessary to receive aid for the support of its
rector, either from the Diocese, or as provided in the Canons by combining with another
congregation, such congregation or congregations shall be automatically listed on the official
roll of the Council as “aided parishes” until such time as that relationship is discontinued and
the Parish resumes the entire support of its rector.
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PROPOSED:

Section 6.3 Failure to Pay Quetas-Assessments or to Comply with Canons

Provision may be made by Canon to suspend a Parish or Mission from the right of
representation in the Council for failure to pay its quota-oftaxes-or assessment, or to comply
with requirements of the Canon, and provisions may be made in the Canon with reference to
the vote necessary to suspend the Parish or Mission aforesaid.

IF AMENDED:

Section 6.1 Action by Council

Any Parish or Organized Mission may be suspended from the right of representation in the
Council of this Diocese, or its existence wholly dissolved, whenever the same shall be deemed
necessary, by a two-thirds vote of each order.
Section 6.2 Action on Recommendation of Bishop

Whenever, in the opinion of the Bishop, any Parish or Organized Mission is essentially
defunct, and the Bishop shall so report to the Council, it may proceed to suspend or dissolve
the Parish or Organized Mission.
Section 6.3 Failure to Pay Assessments or to Comply with Canons

Provision may be made by Canon to suspend a Parish or Mission from the right of
representation in the Council for failure to pay its assessments, or to comply with requirements
of the Canon, and provisions may be made in the Canon with reference to the vote necessary
to suspend the Parish or Mission aforesaid.
Section 6.4 Remitting Parishes to Missions

Provision may also be made by Canon for remitting dormant Parishes to the position of an
Organized Mission.

Section 6.5 (This section has been deleted)

SUBMITTED BY: The Executive Board.
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RATIONALE (by the Executive Board): “Quotas” is a term no longer utilized in the Diocese.
“Aided Parishes” is a category no longer used in the Diocese.

THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THIS PROPOSAL FOR A FIRST READING.

Article 7
SUPPORT OF THE DIOCESE
EXISTING:
Section 7.1 Council May Levy Taxes and Assessments

The Council shall have the power by Canon or by Special Resolution to raise money by tax
or assessment upon the Parishes and Organized Missions in union with the Council for the
necessary and proper expenses of the Diocese, which include the incidental expenses of the
Council, the charges of the General Convention, the support of the Episcopate, and for such
other objects and purposes as the Council may from time to time approve and direct. In
making assessments against Parishes and Missions, regard shall be had as far as practicable
to their financial strength and ability. The Council may, by Canon, prescribe such regulations
and penalties as it may deem expedient to secure the prompt payments of taxes and
assessments.

PROPOSED:

Section 7.1 Council May Levy Taxes-and-Assessments

The Council shall have the power by Canon or by Special Resolution to raise money by tax
or assessment upon the Parishes and Organized Missions in union with the Council for the
necessary and proper expenses of the Diocese, which include the incidental expenses of the
Council, the charges of the General Convention, the support of the Episcopate, and for such
other objects and purposes as the Council may from time to time approve and direct. In
making assessments against Parishes and Missions, regard shall be had as far as practicable
to their financial strength and ability. The Council may, by Canon, prescribe such regulations
and penalties as it may deem expedient to secure the prompt payments of taxes—and
assessments.

IF AMENDED:

Section 7.1 Council May Levy Assessments

The Council shall have the power by Canon or by Special Resolution to raise money by
assessment upon the Parishes and Organized Missions in union with the Council for the
necessary and proper expenses of the Diocese, which include the incidental expenses of the
Council, the charges of the General Convention, the support of the Episcopate, and for such
other objects and purposes as the Council may from time to time approve and direct. In
making assessments against Parishes and Missions, regard shall be had as far as practicable
to their financial strength and ability. The Council may, by Canon, prescribe such regulations
and penalties as it may deem expedient to secure the prompt payments of assessments.
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SUBMITTED BY: The Executive Board.
RATIONALE (by the Executive Board): The term “taxes” is no longer used in the Diocese.

THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THIS PROPOSAL FOR A FIRST READING.

C. CANONICAL AMENDMENTS

Canon 1
THE COUNCIL

EXISTING:
Section 1.3 Lay Delegates to be Certified

The selection of Lay Delegates shall be certified in writing by the Rector or Minister in
Charge, and if there be none, then by the Secretary of the Vestry, or by one of the Wardens in
the absence of the Secretary.

Section 1.6 Notice of Special Meetings

Notice of any special meeting of the Council, when ordered by the Bishop, shall be given by
the Secretary, through the mail, to each member of the Clergy and to each Parish and Mission
in the Diocese. If called by the Standing Committee, in accordance with Article 2 of the
Constitution, sixty days notice must be given by the Secretary of the Diocese and by the same
method provided above. Provided, however, that when the special meeting is called to fill a
vacancy in the Episcopate, as provided in Article 2 of the Constitution, the notice may not be
less than thirty days.

Section 1.7 Expenses of Council Meetings

The Parish acting as host at meetings of the Council may charge a reasonable registration
fee for each delegate to such Council, to include a reasonable charge for meals and other
essential services furnished delegates and Council. All fees and charges so received shall
supplement any appropriation made by Council for such purposes, and shall be used to assist
in defraying expenses of the host Parish in acting as host to the Council.

PROPOSED:

Section 1.3 Lay Delegates to be Certified

The selection of Lay Delegates shall be certified in writing by the Reeter-or-Rector, Priest-
in-Charge, or other head of the congregation (collectively Minister—in—Charge—“Heads of
Congregation”), and if there be none, then by the Secretary of the Vestry—orby-one-of-the

Wardensin-the-absence-of-the-Secretary.
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Section 1.6 Notice of Special Meetings

Notice of any special meeting of the Council, when ordered by the Bishop, shall be given by
the Secretary, through the mail_or _electronic communications, to each member of the Clergy
and to each Parish and Mission in the Diocese. If called by the Standing Committee, in
accordance with Article 2 of the Constitution, sixty days notice must be given by the Secretary
of the Diocese and by the same method provided above. Provided, however, that when the
special meeting is called to fill a vacancy in the Episcopate, as provided in Article 2 of the
Constitution, the notice may not be less than thirty days.

Section 1.7 Expenses of Council Meetings

The Parish-acting-as—host-at-meetings—ofthe-Couneil-Diocese may charge a reasonable

registration fee for each delegate to such Council meetings, to include a reasonable charge for
meals and other essential services furnished delegates and Council. All fees and charges so
received shall supplement any appropriation made by Council for such purposes, and shall be

used to assist in defraying expenses-of-the-host Parish-in-acting-as-hostto-the Couneil.
IF AMENDED:

Section 1.1 Membership
The Constitution defines who are members of the Council of the Diocese.
Section 1.2 Roll of Clergy and Lay Delegates

A list of the Clergy entitled to membership in the Council shall be furnished by the Bishop,
or if there be none, by the Standing Committee, and a list of the Lay Delegates, to be compiled
by the Secretary from the certificates returned to the Secretary from the several Parishes and
Missions at the assembling of the Council, shall constitute the roll of its membership. The
Council may at any time order the correction of said roll in order that it may contain only the
names of all the qualified members of the Council.

Section 1.3 Lay Delegates to be Certified

The selection of Lay Delegates shall be certified in writing by the Rector, Priest-in-Charge,
or other head of the congregation (collectively “Heads of Congregation”), and if there be none,
then by the Secretary of the Vestry.
Section 1.4 Alternate Delegates

It shall be competent for a Parish or Mission to elect as many alter